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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 
LEGAL  STUDIES  1010:  YOU  AND  THE  LAW  1 

Your  mark  on  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in  this 
booklet. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate 
section. 

There  are  six  section  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  total  value  of  these 
assignments  is  100  marks.  The  value  of  each  assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

You  may  do  your  rough  work  on  your  own  paper. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  each  assignment  carefully. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Buying  Goods  and  Services 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 

places. 

1 . Indicate  whether  each  of  the  following  statements  is  true  or  false  by  putting  a T or  F in  the 
space  to  the  left. 

_ a.  All  contracts  must  be  in  writing  in  order  to  be  valid. 

b.  Offers  can  sometimes  be  accepted  by  a person’s  actions. 

. c.  A merchant  must  return  a deposit  if  the  shopper  decides  not  to  buy  the  item. 

d.  A merchant  must  accept  a returned  item. 

e.  Taking  a taxi  is  an  example  of  an  implied  contract. 

Illpl f.  A sixteen-  year-  old  will  ordinarily  be  held  bound  to  a contract  to  buy  clothing. 

-  g.  A written  and  signed  agreement  to  paint  a friend’s  house  is  an  example  of  a 

specialty  contract. 

h.  Parents  are  normally  liable  for  contracts  made  by  their  children. 

—  i.  A guarantee  is  the  same  thing  as  an  express  warranty. 

— j.  According  to  Alberta’s  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  items  for  sale  must  be  of 

“merchantable  quality.” 
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2.  You’re  setting  up  a dry-cleaning  business  that  will  clean,  press,  and  repair  clothing.  In  the 
space  provided  design  a guarantee.  Be  sure  to  include  all  the  elements  a guarantee  ought  to 
contain. 


3.  Tell  whether  each  of  the  following  would  be  a valid  contract  or  not.  For  each  one  that 
wouldn’t  be  valid,  explain  what  element  is  missing. 

a.  Tom  and  Rosa  agree  to  race  their  cars  through  city  streets  to  a restaurant  on  the  other  side 
of  town.  The  loser  will  buy  lunch  for  the  winner. 
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b.  Mr.  Lopez,  hearing  that  Mr.  Jones  wants  to  buy  a used  car,  invites  him  into  the  local  bar 
to  see  if  they  can  reach  a deal.  There  Mr.  Lopez  proceeds  to  buy  Mr.  Jones,  who  seldom 
drinks  alcohol,  one  drink  after  another,  all  the  time  trying  to  sell  him  his  old,  broken- 
down  vehicle.  Finally,  Mr.  Jones  shakes  hands  on  the  deal  and  stumbles  out  of  the  bar. 


c.  On  seeing  Mrs.  Trascott’s  puppy  fall  into  the  river,  Floyd  kicks  off  his  shoes,  dives  in, 
and  rescues  the  dog.  A grateful  Mrs.  Truscott  promises  to  give  Floyd  $50  as  a reward. 


d.  Suzanne  and  Minal  agree  on  a deal  whereby  Suzanne  will  give  Minal  her  mountain  bike 
and  in  return  Minal  will  continue  to  be  Suzanne’s  best  friend. 


4.  Mr.  Widmer  finds  that  rain  is  getting  in  around  some  of  his  windows,  so  he  goes  to  his  local 
hardware  store  to  buy  some  caulking  compound.  He  explains  to  a clerk  what  his  problem  is, 
stressing  that  he  wants  to  caulk  around  the  window  frames  outside  the  house.  The  clerk 
supplies  him  with  some  compound,  which  Mr.  Widmer  applies;  however,  with  the  first  cold 
weather  the  caulking  crumbles  and  falls  off,  once  again  allowing  rain  into  the  house. 

Explain  what  protection,  if  any,  the  law  offers  Mr.  Widmer.  Be  specific  in  your  answer. 
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5.  Ms.  Blumhagen  has  a small  jewellery  store.  One  day  seventeen- year-old  Adrienne  comes  into 
the  store  and  makes  a $50  purchase,  putting  $15  down  and  agreeing  in  writing  that  she’ll  pay 
the  rest  when  she  gets  paid  at  the  end  of  the  month.  A week  later  Adrienne  returns  to  the  store 
and  hands  back  the  jewellery  she’d  bought,  demanding  her  deposit  back.  Ms.  Blumhagen 
insists  that  Adrienne  must  live  up  to  her  contract  and  pay  what  she  owes,  pointing  out  in 
particular  that  several  items  she  bought  were  earrings  for  pierced  ears  that  cannot  now  be 
resold. 

Explain  the  legal  position  of  both  parties  to  this  contract. 


Section  2 Assignment:  Renting  Accommodation 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1 . Fill  in  the  blanks  to  complete  the  following  sentences. 

a.  If  a house  is  to  be  rented  from  July  1 to  August  31,  this  is  an  example  of  a(n) 
tenancy. 

b.  Three  college  students  sign  a two-year  lease  for  an  apartment.  This  is  an  example  of  a(n) 
tenancy. 

c.  A(n) provides  a landlord  with  some  security  if  tenants  should  miss 

rent  payments  or  damage  the  property. 

d.  After  Uri’s  six-month  lease  expired  on  his  apartment,  he  continued  to  pay  monthly  rent  to 

his  landlord,  thereby  establishing  a(n) tenancy. 

e.  When  Anna  took  a two-month  vacation  in  Europe,  she the  apartment 

she’d  rented  to  a friend,  who  would  live  in  it  for  that  period  and  pay  Anna  rent. 

f.  Because  his  lease  contained  a(n) clause,  Juan’s  landlord  retained  the 

right  to  raise  the  rent  to  cover  increased  costs. 
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2.  Indicate  whether  each  of  the  following  statements  is  true  or  false  by  putting  a T or  F in  the 
space  to  the  left. 

a.  The  term  tenant  applies  to  anyone  who  rents  or  owns  land. 

_____  b.  Leases  must  be  in  writing  to  be  valid. 

c.  Tenants  have  a legal  responsibility  to  maintain  the  property  they  rent  in  a clean 

and  safe  condition. 

d.  A landlord  must  always  give  notice  before  entering  a rented  property. 

e.  The  Individual ’s  Rights  Protection  Act  prohibits  landlords  from  refusing  to  rent 

to  people  whose  religious  faiths  they  disapprove  of. 

f.  Landlords  are  required  to  carry  out  inspection  reports  both  when  tenants  move 

in  and  when  they  move  out. 

g.  If  tenants  are  found  to  be  trafficking  in  drugs  in  their  apartment,  the  landlord 

can  evict  them  on  two-weeks  notice. 

h.  Tenants  have  a legal  obligation  to  be  considerate  of  other  tenants. 

3.  You  work  for  the  law  office  of  Smith,  O’Sullivan,  and  Schuller,  which  specializes  in 
landlord/tenant  law.  You’re  asked  to  provide  legal  advice  on  the  following  cases.  For  each 
one  give  your  answer  along  with  a clear  explanation  of  your  reasons.  Be  specific. 

a.  John  and  Gunther  both  sign  a lease  for  the  apartment  they  share  while  at  college.  John 
quits  school  halfway  through  the  year  and  returns  home.  The  landlord  insists  that  Gunther 
must  pay  John’s  share  of  the  rent.  What  are  Gunther’s  legal  options? 


© 


b.  Candace  agrees  to  a month-to-month  tenancy  at  the  rate  of  $300  a month.  Her  landlord, 
who  has  suffered  from  bad  tenants  in  the  past,  insists  that  she  put  down  a deposit  of  two 
month’s  rent  before  moving  in.  Candace  refuses.  Can  the  landlord  insist? 
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Miss  Cardoza  wants  to  inspect  the  apartment  of  her  tenant,  Mr.  Quinn,  for  damage.  She 
phones  him  up  early  in  the  morning  and  says  that  she’ll  be  around  that  evening. 

Mr.  Quinn  objects,  saying  that  he’ll  be  out  then;  but  Miss  Cardoza  lets  herself  into  his 
apartment  anyway  for  an  inspection.  Does  Mr.  Quinn  have  any  legal  grounds  to  protest? 


d.  Jasper  is  shocked  to  learn  that  for  the  second  time  this  year  the  rent  is  going  up  on  the 
apartment  he  rents  on  a month-to-month  basis — and  on  only  two-months  notice.  He 
protests  to  his  landlord,  but  to  no  avail.  Does  Jasper  have  any  legal  grounds  for 
objection? 


e.  Erica  leases  an  apartment,  but  accepts  a job  in  another  city  while  there  are  still  six  months 
on  the  lease.  She  wants  to  sublet  her  aparment,  but  she’s  been  told  that  even  if  she  does 
this  she’ll  still  be  the  one  with  a legal  obligation  to  pay  rent  to  the  lessor.  Is  there  any  way 
Erica  can  get  out  of  this  obligation? 
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Section  3 Assignment:  Living  with  a Partner 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1.  Knowing  that  you’re  a Legal  Studies  student,  people  have  been  coming  to  you  for  legal 

advice.  The  chart  that  follows  contains  four  questions  you’ve  been  asked.  For  each  one,  check 
the  Yes  or  No  box  and,  in  the  box  on  the  right,  provide  an  explanation. 


Question 

Yes 

No 

Explanation 

I’m  seventeen  years  old  and 
1 want  to  get  married,  but 
my  parents  don’t  want  me 
to.  Can  they  stop  me? 

1 married  a guy  1 don’t  even 
like  because  my  parents 
told  me  I’d  never  inherit  a 
cent  from  them  unless  1 did. 
Is  the  marriage  legal? 

My  niece  is  nineteen — only 
three  years  younger  than  1 
am — and  we’re  in  love.  Can 
1 marry  her  even  though  I’m 
her  uncle? 

My  husband  has  been 
suffering  from  a serious 
mental  disability  for  five 
years  now.  He  no  longer 
knows  who  1 am,  and  we 
have  no  meaningful 
relationship.  Is  our  fifteen- 
year  marriage  still  valid? 
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2. 


Statistics  show  that  more  and  more  couples  these  days  are  choosing  to  live  in  a common-law 
arrangement.  Some  people  have  strong  religious  or  ethical  views  on  the  rightness  or 
wrongness  of  this  sort  of  arrangement,  but  something  else  that  anyone  considering  this  should 
think  about  is  the  legal  aspect. 


Take  a stand  for  or  against  cohabitation  as  opposed  to  marriage  and  write  a short  paper 
defending  your  viewpoint.  In  your  paper  stick  as  much  as  possible  to  legal  considerations 
rather  than  moral  or  religious  ones,  pointing  out  differences  between  the  rights  and 
obligations  of  common-law  partners  and  spouses.  Express  your  ideas  clearly,  and  be  as 
specific  as  you  can. 

Your  paper  will  be  graded  according  to  these  criteria: 


• content 

• clarity  and  organization 

• correctness  of  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation 

If  you  wish,  you  may  deliver  your  position  paper  on  videotape  or  audiotape  rather  than  in  a 
written  format.  If  you  choose  to  do  this,  you’ll  be  graded  on  your  presentation  as  well  as  on 
the  above  criteria.  If  you  do  choose  to  submit  a video-  or  audiotape,  set  your  cassette  so  that 
your  report  will  begin  as  soon  as  it’s  turned  on,  and  be  sure  to  label  the  cassette  with  the 
following  information: 


• your  name 

• the  module  name  and  number 

• the  section  and  assignment  question  number 

• your  student  number  (if  applicable) 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  4 Assignment:  Living  with  the  Family 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1 . Match  the  statutes  on  the  right  with  the  descriptions  on  the  left  by  putting  the  numbers  of  the 
statutes  in  the  appropriate  blanks. 


a.  stipulates  who  is  allowed  to  perform 

i. 

Dower  Act 

marriage  ceremonies 

ii. 

Family  Relief  Act 

iii. 

Domestic  Relations  Act 

b.  explains  how  the  court  can  divide  property 

iv. 

Child  Welfare  Act 

owned  by  a married  couple 

V. 

Marriage  Act 

vi. 

Matrimonial  Property  Act 

c.  stipulates  when  an  authorized  person  can 
take  a child  from  his  or  her  family  for  the 
child’s  own  good 


d.  lays  down  a spouse’s  right  to  agree  to  a sale 

of  the  family  home 

e.  ensures  that  a person  dependent  on  a spouse 

who  has  died  will  be  provided  for  regardless 
of  the  deceased  person’s  will 

f.  explains  the  rights  of  married  people  with 

regard  to  alimony 

2.  In  Section  4 the  legislation  you’ve  looked  at  most  frequently  is  Alberta's  Child  Welfare  Act. 
This  is  a lengthy  statute,  but  most  of  what  this  section  has  dealt  with  is  contained  in  one  part 
of  the  act — “Part  2:  Neglected  and  Dependent  Children.” 

From  what  you’ve  studied  in  this  section,  write  a short  report  that  does  the  following: 

• outlines  some  of  the  provisions  in  the  Child  Welfare  Act  designed  to  protect  children’s 
rights 

• explains  some  of  the  reasons  for  these  provisions  in  the  act,  for  example,  the  abusive 
situations  that  can  exist  in  some  homes 

Note  that  you  aren’t  expected  to  do  any  outside  research  for  this  assignment.  Merely  use  the 
information  provided  in  your  Student  Module  Booklet  to  write  up  your  report.  Of  course  if 
you  have  access  to  other  information  you  wish  to  include,  by  all  means  feel  free  to  use  it. 

Your  report  will  be  graded  according  to  these  criteria: 

• content 

• clarity  and  organization 

• correctness  of  grammar,  spelling,  and  punctuation 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  5 Assignment:  Leaving  a Partner 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1 . In  a paragraph  or  two  explain  the  difference  between  separation  and  divorce.  In  your  answer 
refer  to  the  following: 

• separation  agreement 

• judicial  separation 

• legal  grounds  for  divorce 
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2.  Mrs.  Samuelson  wants  a divorce.  Her  grounds  are  that  she  and  her  husband  haven’t  lived 
together  since  her  husband  left  eighteen  months  ago  on  a two-year  posting  at  one  of  his 
company’s  branch  plants  in  Africa.  Will  the  courts  likely  grant  her  a divorce?  Explain  why  or 
why  not. 


3.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hislop  both  want  a divorce.  Mrs.  Hislop  suggests  that  they  simply  lie  to  the 
court  and  say  that  Mr.  Hislop  has  committed  adultery;  but  her  husband,  who  knows  a bit 
about  the  law,  feels  that  if  the  court  uncovers  this  lie  the  couple  will  be  denied  a divorce  on 
the  grounds  of  collusion  and  they  might  get  into  serious  trouble.  He  suggests,  instead,  that  his 
wife  have  a real  extra-marital  affair;  then  everything  will  be  legal.  Is  Mr.  Hislop  right? 
Explain  why  or  why  not  (be  specific). 


4.  When  his  wife  began  slapping  and  kicking  him  every  time  they  had  a disagreement,  Mr.  Kay 
decided  it  was  time  to  move  out.  However,  within  a few  months  the  couple  discovered  that 
they  simply  couldn’t  afford  to  operate  two  households,  so  Mr.  Kay  moved  back  into  the 
family  home.  He  set  up  his  own  suite  in  the  basement,  and  communicated  with  his  wife  only 
to  discuss  such  matters  as  family  finances. 

Two  years  later,  Mr.  Kay  decided  that  he  simply  had  to  divorce  his  wife,  but  she  decided  to 
fight  it.  On  this  basis,  answer  the  following  questions: 

a.  What  will  Mr.  Kay’s  legal  arguments  be? 
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b.  What  will  Mrs.  Kay’s  legal  arguments  be? 


c.  What  will  the  court  likely  decide?  Give  reasons  for  your  answer. 


5. 


The  Savard  family  has  come  to  the  point  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savard  feel  they  can  no  longer 
continue  their  marriage.  One  morning  at  breakfast  Mrs.  Savard  informs  her  daughter 
Constance  and  her  son  Darcy  that  Mom  and  Dad  are  no  longer  able  to  live  together  and  that 
Dad  has  gone  to  see  a lawyer  about  getting  a divorce. 


Eventually  the  case  comes  to  court,  and  a decision  must  be  made  as  to  who  gets  custody  of 
the  children.  Imagine  that  you’re  the  judge.  Given  the  set  of  circumstances  explained  below, 
which  you’ve  determined  through  questioning  the  parents  and  children,  decide  the  following 
questions: 


• Should  joint  or  sole  custody  be  awarded? 

• Which  parent(s)  should  be  given  custody  of  Darcy? 

• Which  parent(s)  should  be  given  custody  of  Constance? 


Facts  about  Mrs.  Savard: 

• She’s  forty-five  years  old. 

• She  uses  sedatives  heavily. 

• A psychiatrist’s  report  says  that  at  times  she’s  unstable  and  is  generally  unable  to 
cope  with  stressful  situations. 

• She  has  frequently  committed  adultery  in  the  past  few  years. 

— ■ ■ 
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• She  hasn’t  worked  at  a paying  job  in  the  past  twenty  years. 

• She  plans  to  marry  a financially  secure  sixty-five-year-old  male  friend  when  the 
divorce  is  finalized. 

• She  loves  both  children  very  much;  but  according  to  a neighbour,  Mrs.  White,  she 
clearly  favours  Darcy  and  is  overly  permissive  with  him.  In  the  neighbour’s 
opinion,  this  has  contributed  to  Darcy’s  delinquency. 

Facts  about  Mr.  Savard: 

• He’s  fifty  years  old. 

• He  has  a heart  condition  that  periodically  requires  emergency  treatment. 

• He  has  a drinking  problem  and  often  becomes  uncontrollably  angry  and  destructive 
when  drunk. 

• He  works  as  an  industrial  designer  and  makes  an  annual  salary  of 
$85  000. 

• He’s  willing  to  give  the  matrimonial  home  and  large  monthly  maintenance 
payments  to  Mrs.  Savard. 

• He  doesn’t  presently  have  a girlfriend  and  feels  he’s  getting  too  old  to  remarry. 

• A neighbour,  Mrs.  Black,  testified  that  Mr.  Savard  used  to  beat  Darcy;  but  she 
hasn’t  witnessed  these  beatings  in  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Facts  about  Darcy  Savard: 

• He’s  seventeen  years  old. 

• He’s  been  in  trouble  with  the  law  and,  according  to  neighbours  and  Mr.  Savard,  is 
beyond  the  control  of  Mrs.  Savard. 

• He  wants  to  quit  school,  move  out  of  the  matrimonial  home,  and  take  up  residence 
with  a couple  of  male  friends  who  have  recent  criminal  records  for  drug 
trafficking. 

Facts  about  Constance  Savard: 

• She’s  ten  years  old. 

• She  requires  extensive  orthodontal  treatments  that  aren’t  covered  by  any  medical- 
payment  plan. 
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■■  1 : 1 

• Although  she  loves  both  parents,  she'd  rather  stay  with  her  lather. 

• She  wants  to  stay  in  the  same  school  district  where  the  matrimonial  home  is  located 
so  as  not  to  lose  friends  she's  made  at  school. 


Present  your  decisions  in  a paper  in  which  you  clearly  explain  the  factors  you  considered  and 
the  reasons  for  your  decisions.  Remember  the  factors  the  court  usually  takes  into  account  in 
deciding  on  custody  as  well  as  the  facts  of  this  case. 

Note  that  there  is  no  right  or  wrong  answer  to  this  question;  rather,  you’ll  be  graded  on  how 
well  you  demonstrate  your  understanding  of  the  factors  involved  in  custody  cases  and  how 
well  you  can  explain  and  defend  your  decisions. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  6 Assignment:  Preparing  Your  Will 

Read  all  the  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Answer  each  of  the  following  in  a sentence  or  two.  Be  sure  to  explain  each  of  your  answers. 

1 . Ms.  Avery  had  a lawyer  friend  draw  up  her  solemn  will.  She  visited  her  neighbour,  Ms.  Litke, 
and  asked  her  to  sign  as  a witness.  She  then  visited  another  neighbour,  Miss  Cahill,  and  asked 
her  to  sign.  Both  women  obliged.  After  that  Ms.  Avery  went  home  and  signed  the  will 
herself. 

Is  this  a valid  will?  Explain  your  answer. 


2.  Mr.  Ng  died  intestate,  leaving  a wife  and  two  children.  His  estate  amounted  to  $70  000. 
According  to  Alberta’s  Intestate  Succession  Act,  how  would  Mr.  Ng’s  estate  be  distributed? 


3.  Mr.  Morgan  left  a will  leaving  his  entire  estate  to  his  postman.  His  wife  and  five  children 
were  left  without  any  means  of  support. 

a.  Mrs.  Morgan  claimed  that  her  husband  was  mentally  ill  when  he  made  out  his  will.  If  this 
is  found  to  be  true,  how  will  the  law  apply? 


© 


b.  If  the  claim  of  mental  illness  fails,  what  other  course  is  open  to  Mr.  Morgan’s  wife  and 
children? 
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4.  Mr.  Cartier,  aged  forty,  and  his  wife,  aged  thirty-five,  were  instantly  killed  in  a plane  crash. 
The  couple  had  no  children.  Mr.  Cartier,  an  only  child,  was  survived  by  his  parents.  His 
wife’s  parents  were  deceased,  and  her  only  living  relative  was  a sister.  Mr.  Cartier’s  will  left 
all  of  his  estate  (a  total  of  $150  000)  to  his  wife.  His  wife  has  no  will. 

Explain  how  Mr.  Cartier’s  estate  will  be  distributed. 


5.  Mrs.  Halvorson,  a widow,  willed  her  estate,  amounting  to  $60  000,  equally  among  her  three 
daughters.  A son,  who  had  a successful  business,  was  left  out  of  the  will.  Two  of  the 
daughters  signed  the  will  as  witnesses. 

Explain  how  this  estate  would  be  distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  Alberta. 


6.  Mr.  Hayakawa  and  his  sister  jointly  owned  the  home  in  which  Mr.  Hayakawa  had  lived  with 
his  wife  for  forty  years.  When  her  husband  died,  Mrs.  Hayakawa,  claimed  that  Alberta’s 
Dower  Act  would  allow  her  to  remain  in  the  house  until  her  own  death  even  though 
Mr.  Hayakawa  had  willed  the  house  to  a son  by  a former  marriage. 

Explain  who  will  end  up  with  the  house  and  why. 
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